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This bulletin is published for readers at home and abroad by the Religions Division of the Ministry 
of Information, London, to elucidate the spiritual issues at stake in the war, and to provide informa- 
tion concerning the British Churches in wartime, as well as their contribution to post-war reconstruction. 
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THE FUTURE OF EUROPE 


The following statement concerning the 
future of Europe has been commended to 
the careful attention of Christian people by 
the Archbishop of Canterbury (Dr. Temple), 
the Moderator of the General Assembly of 
the Church of Scotland (Dr. John Baillie) 
and the Moderator of the Free Church 
Federal Council (at time of signature, Prof. 
RD. Whitehorn) : — 

With the invasion of Europe the war will 
have reached its climax. The continent 
which has been the home of Western civilisa- 
tion must be rent still further by the ravages 
and disintegrating effects of total war. We 
cannot assume that the defeat of tyranny 
will in itself suffice to establish peace, well- 
being and liberty. Every advance of the 
liberating armies makes more insistent. the 
questicn what can be done to restore vitality 
and health to Europe. 

We must recognise that the primary re- 
sponsibility for this task will fall jointly 
upon the British Commonwealth, the U.S.S.R. 
and the U.S.A., who alone will at the 
moment of victory have the necessary re- 
sources and power. That power will place 
upon them an imperative obligation to work 
out a lasting settlement in Europe, and to 
establish and maintain that spirit of harmony 
amongst themselves and good neighbourli- 
ness towards the other peoples of Europe 
which alone can give permanence to their 
work. 

Success in so vast an undertaking de- 
mands an attitude of mind which is both 
Steeped in the lessons of the past and in the 
values that have been tested and proved in 
“human experience, and is at the same time 
fully open to the present reality of revolu- 
eeery change. 


The European Heritage 


From the past, Europe has inherited the 
twin conceptions of law and liberty. These 
are the proved foundations of Europe’s great- 
ness. It is on them that the future structure 
must be reared. But we must recognise that 
they were already crumbling before the war, 
and total war has accelerated their decline. 
We see on every hand the submergence of 
values, the repudiation of all standards, the 
spread of the belief that the interest of the 
stronger is the only law. 

The first condition of a stable social and 
international order is the reassertion of the 
rule of law. This is one of the two chief 
strands in the European heritage. From it 
are derived such vital principles of social 


and political health as that power must 


be exercised responsibly and in accordance 
with law, that justice is an end in itself and 
not merely an instrument of policy, and that 


the welfare of persons is more important : 


than material wealth and power. 
The other chief strand of which the his- 
tory of Europe has been woven is the vindi- 


cation of freedom. It cannot be too strongly | 


insisted that the ultimate source of personal 
freedom is man’s relation to God. Only as 
responsible to a Being greater than the na- 
tion has the individual a standing independ- 
ent of the community and rights which the 
state may not over-ride. 


Such freedom can only grow where there 


is a right understanding of the relation be- 
tween the state and society. Freedom, and 
the sense of responsibility which is its 
counterpart, find their most effective exercise 
in small groups; and the freedom to form 
and participate in these is perhaps the most 
essential of all liberties. The family comes 
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first, and after it all the associations which 
~men form to further the common interest of 


their members, whether religious, artistic, 
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scientific, commercial or of any other kind. 
In these lies the strength of a free people, . 


and the state should foster them as well as 
regulate the relations between them. 

The Axis Powers have ruthlessly destroyed 
over large parts of the Continent all autono- 
mous life outside the state. A primary task 
of those who would rebuild Europe will be 
to aid in restoring and revitalising, in every 
country of Europe, this multiplicity of 
groups, associations and institutions in which 
the energies of a healthy society may once 
more find spontaneous expression. 


The Tide of Change 


While blindness to the proved wisdom of 
the past must lead to disaster, it would be 
no less fatal to ignore the fact that we live 
in a period of fundamental change. The en- 
during values of Europe’s moral and spiritual 
tradition will only regain their authority and 
influence if they are reintegrated in social 
and cultural patterns that may be widely dif- 
ferent from those of former generations. 

Here we believe that Christians can give a 
lead by confronting the hidden future with- 
' out fear, and preparing to meet revolution- 
ary change, when it comes, with courage and 
hope. Those who believe in God and know 
that life is fulfilled in doing His will, can 


~ find opportunities of serving Him in forms . 


of social life very different from those which 
they have known and loved in former days. 

Even before the war many far-seeing 
minds perceived that a long period of history 
is coming to a catastrophic end and giving 
place to something entirely new. Hitler’s 
policy has accentuated the process and des- 
troyed in Europe many foundations that can- 
not be restored. Large changes in economic 
and social conditions are necessary to make 
life tolerable for the great majority. The 
prevalence of poverty, insecurity and mass 
unemployment makes freedom meaningless 
outside the circles of the privileged. 

Advances in science and technology have 
made possible the elimination of poverty and 
insecurity, and corresponding changes in so- 
cial and economic organisation are essential 
to make the fullest use of the new techniques 
in the interests of social welfare. This will 
entail a firm determination not to allow sec- 
tional interests, whether of private groups 
or of nations, to stand in the way of what- 
ever policies may be needed to secure full 
employment and the best utilisation of the 
earth’s natural resources. 


; \ Ef 


‘Some Practical Conclusions 
-_ Principles such as these have already re- » 


ceived endorsement in broad outline in the © 
Atlantic Charter; and we welcome their re- _ 
assertion at Teheran by the British Com- - 
monwealth, the U.S.S.R. and the U.S.A., who 
there declared their determination to secure 
the “co-operation of aH nations, large and 
small, whose peoples in heart and mind are 
dedicated to the elimination of tyranny, 
slavery, oppression and intolerance.” We be- 
lieve that what is now urgently needed is that 
these aspirations should be defined in terms 
of immediate and practical objectives, rele- | 
vant to the special conditions of Europe. In 
the forefront of these must be: 

(1) Immediate relief measures on the 
largest scale to feed starving populations, 
fight disease, promote health and restore 
national self-support in the necessities of life. — 
These should be so designed and executed as 
to further the growth of a spirit and habit of © 
co-operation within the framework of an 
ordered plan. 

(2) Measures designed not merely to pre- 
vent chaos, but to restore the rule of law, ~ 
both national and international, and to re- 
constitute responsible national authorities 
able and wishing to uphold it. 

(3) Common action to restore and revital- 
ise the associations and institutions of every 
kind, local, national and international, in 
which the cultural and social tradition of 
Europe is specially embodied. The restora- 
tion of the churches and religious associa- 
tions will naturally be uppermost in the 
minds of Christians in this connection. 

(4) The explicit and effective recognition 
by the Governments of Europe of the basic — 
human liberties which are the heritage of 
the European tradition—freedom of con- 
science and worship, freedom of speech and 
expression, freedom of association and free- 
dom from arbitrary arrest; and the renun- 
ciation of all policies of ‘discrimination 
against minorities on grounds of race, lan- 
guage or creed. 

(5) The framing, through the appropriate 
agencies, of far-reaching economic and social 
policies to secure for the peoples of Europe 
full employment and social security and the 
fullest use of available resources in achiev- 
ing higher standards of life and well-being. 

(6) The creation and development of com- 
mon institutions and agencies, in the social 
and economic as well as the political sphere, 
to give effect to these common purposes and _ 
to embody the growing sense of European 
unity. 
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y be devised, of a system of European 
t security which will allow the peoples of 
| Europe to develop their national life free 
| from the fear of recurring aggression and 
| war. 

(8) The treatment of Germany presents 
| for Christians a moral issue of exceptional 
| difficulty. It must be such as to remove 
| once and for all the menace of German ag- 
| gression and secure full atonement for the 
appalling sufferings inflicted by Nazi Ger- 
many upon the peoples of Europe. Yet we 
must not lend ourselves, in a mood of venge- 
| fulness, to breaches of basic human rights 
or to punitive measures against the entire 
German people which will be repudiated as 
| unjust by later generations, or will perma- 
-nently frustrate the hopes of peace and unity 
in Europe. The future public safety and 
well-being of Europe must be the first aim 
| of the peace in Europe ; and no settlement 
will achieve that aim which does not set out 
-as one of its goals the eventual reintegration 
| of the German oe into the European 

family of nations. 


-Britain’s Part 

In the common effort to restore and re- 
build Europe a special responsibility will rest 
upon the people of this country. We are 
' bound to Europe by ties of history, culture, 
' geography and economic interdependence, 
_ which the common effort and *suffering of 
_ war have rendered closer than ever before. 
Fortunate in having been spared the full 
‘horrors of Nazi invasion and left free to 
_ puild up our strength and resources, we have 
_an inescapable obligation to turn those re- 
sources to the succour of war-stricken Ku- 
_ rope; and we must be ready to devote the 
same effort and the same willingness to fore- 
go the good things of life to the task of re- 
_ storing Europe as we have given to the de- 
- feat of Europe’s common enemy. 
Nor must we forget our responsibilities in 
a less material sphere. The influence of this 
country amongst the peoples of Europe is 
largely bound up with the belief and hope 
that alike by its past history and present 
g nterest it is the champion of freedom and 
the rule of law. The principle of toleration, 
the recognition of certain basic human rights, 
the conviction that force is no argument and 
that truth can never be the sole possession of 
‘Single group or party, have struck deep 
ts in the thought and practice of the 
tish Commonwealth. Never was it more 
pnt that these principles should be re- 
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ig asserted as the fundamental conditions of 
- social health. By recovering our belief in 


them by using them to test afresh the foun- 
dations of our own national and imperial life 
and to guide the conduct of our own affairs 
both at home and abroad we might render 


- the largest service in our history to the well- 


being of mankind. 


HOLY WEEK AND EASTER, 1944 
“A Critical Moment in Human History” 


The following call is issued by the Arch- 
bishops of Canterbury and York :— 

“This year we approach Holy Week and 
Easter with special resolves and special 
hopes. Our nation awaits the opening of an 
enterprise which must test it greatly. We 
look forward to seeing our forces and those 
of our Allies break their way into Europe 
as liberators of their oppressed peoples. All 
recognise it as a critical moment in human 
history. 

“Let us use this season to enter into a 
fellowship with our Lord so close that we 
may be the agents of His purpose, not claim- 
ing Him as the champion of our cause but 
dedicating alike our cause and ourselves to 
Him, that we may bear what suffering comes 
in union with His suffering and be able to 
make victory, if He grant it to us, the means 
of fuller service to Him. 

“WILLIAM CANTUAR: 
“CYRIL EBOR.” 


CO-OPERATIVE COURSE IN 
CHRISTIAN YOUTH LEADERSHIP 
Under the auspices of the Youth Depart- 


ment of the British Council of Churches a 
Training Course in Christian Youth Leader- 


ship will be held in London from May 1st to — : 


July 14th. The course will be directed by 
the Rev. H. G. G. Herklots, M.A., Secretary 


of the Youth Department and a member 


of the Board of Education’s Youth Advisory 
Council. The tutors will be Miss Joanna 


Rae, M.B., of the Y.W.C.A., and the Rev. — 


Douglas Griffiths, one of the Secretaries of 
the Methodist Youth Department. 

Studies will be grouped around four main 
headings: I The Christian Faith and Modern 
Youth; Il The Environment of Youth Today; 
Ill The Young People Themselves—Their 
Nature and Needs; IV Principles and 
Methods of Youth Work. 

In section I there will be an introduction 
to Bible Study and to the conduct of worship 
in a youth organisation. The cecumenical 
movement and its significance for youth work 


will be considered; and students will be given — 
practical help in meeting the criticisms of 


Christianity and of the Churches which they 
are likely to encounter. In Section II expert 
visiting lecturers will speak about home, 
school, work, leisure, politics, etc., and the 
other factors which make up young people’s 
environment. A course of lectures on the 
Social Services will be given by Mr. Richard 
Clements, London Regional Officer of the 
National Council of Social Service. Section 
III will be concerned with the psychology of 
adolescence, and with the problems which 
young people have to face. In this latter 
course Miss Sylvia Pearson will give a series 
of lectures on “Youth Work and Sex 
Problems.” 

Section IV will include a course on the 
principles and methods of youth work by the 
tutors. Visiting lecturers will speak on the 
work of the different voluntary organisa- 
tions and the methods they employ. Time 
will be given to craft work. Physical train- 
ing demonstrations will be given by experts, 
and the students will be introduced to the 
varied possibilities of drama and music in 
youth work. 

The tuition fee for the course in £10 10s. 
Further particulars can be obtained from the 
Youth Secretary, the British Council of 
Churches, 56, Bloomsbury Street, W.C.1. 

The Youth Department of the British 
Council of Churches also announces that it 
' is holding a short training school for Youth 
Leaders at Selly Oak, Birmingham, from 
April 17th until April 20th, 1944. This 
course will include lectures on ‘‘What the 
Bible is about,” training in the leadership 
of group study and discussion, and demon- 
strations of informal methods of ‘‘making 
the Bible live,’’ including the use of the 
Bible in worship. ; 


NEWS OF PASTOR NIEMOLLER 


Interest in Pastor Niemdller is so great 
that even the following brief items of recent 
news taken from a Swiss source may be 
welcome to our reader :— 

“Pastor Niemdller’s health is good and 
his detention less strict: he has been given a 
bed instead of the pallet which was his only 
couch until recently. He is interned with 
five Roman Catholic Churchmen.  Inter- 
cession on his behalf continues in his church 
at Dahlem. His wife is allowed to visit him 
every fortnight. He is greatly saddened by 
the news that his younger son is suffering 
from tuberculosis.” 


: Printed in U.S. A. 


tion with “Salute the Soldier” Week, General 


Montgomery referred to an incident in the | 
Coronation Service, and applied it to the 4 


nation’s task in the invasion of Europe. 

“The nation’s Church,” he said, 
to our King from -the altar of Westminster 
Abbey the Sword of State: ‘With this sword 
do justice, stop the growth of iniquity. 


The task now in hand was the use of his — 
Majesty’s consecrated sword in. the rea-- 


wakened spirit of that day. There was no 


fear that the spirit which was alive with that — 
resolution would fail, falter, or fade, on the © 
day of victory. All must help, and the nation’s © 


Church must give the lead. 


WOMEN CHAPLAIN’S ASSISTANTS 
AT A.T.S. OFFICER TRAINING UNITS 


Two women Chaplain’s Assistants are now — 
stationed in A.T.S. units where potential — 
officers are trained. They attend most of | 
the lectures and practical instruction periods © 
in order to get to know the students and to — 
understand the background of an officer’s | 
training. They give talks on the place of © 
religion in Army life and an officer’s respon- _ 
sibilities for the spiritual welfare of the — 
They are also © 
able to share their experiences of work in ~ 


women who serve under her. 


co-operation with the chaplains in A.T.S. 
camps, and are available to students who 
wish to consult them in off-duty hours. 
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Miss Eveline Holmes, one of the first — 


Chaplain’s Assistants appointed nearly two 


years ago, has been passed to a recruit train- — 


ing centre in Northern Command, which has 
a Pre-OCTU wing. Previously she spent 
fifteen months among recruits at a training 
centre in Western Command. She has done 
five years’ public health work for the L.C.C. 
and has also been a tutor at the Church 
Missionary Society Training Centre. Before 
becoming a Chaplain’s Assistant she was a 
church worker for three years in the London 
Diocese, when she worked on new housing 


estates in the Ruislip and Potter’s Bar — 


districts. 

Miss Bridget Hill, who is now attached to 
an A.T.S. O.C.T.U., was trained at the 
Rochester and Southwark Diocesan Dea- 
coness’ House, where she tock a two years’ 
theological course. 


work in London. 
firmation classes for each course. 


Before taking up church — 
work she spent some years doing secretarial — 
She holds voluntary con- — 


